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To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of the ‘Check It Fest’ Collaborative Network, we would like to ask you to consider supporting a Gold Coast local youth event for World Suicide Prevention Day that will take place on September 14th 2013 at Broadwater Parklands, Southport.  The event is called ‘Check It Fest!’  

Check It Fest was first delivered in 2012, with approximately 400 young people attending the event, as well as 14 service providers.

Check It Fest! is being organised by a working party consisting of community welfare organisations including headspace Southport, Wesley Mission Brisbane, Gold Coast Youth Service, Care For Life: Suicide Prevention Assoc. and other non-government and government partners.

The event will be youth focussed with performances and key messages to raise awareness of mental health and help-seeking behaviours as part of a suicide prevention strategy.  Information will be provided in line with a theme of ‘Check in on your mates’, how to assist friends to access support etc. 

Why are we organising this event? 
The most recent 'causes of death' publication from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) indicates that in 2010, suicide was the leading cause of death for young people aged 15-24, followed closely by road traffic accidents.  Research shows that some of the most successful strategies for preventing suicide for youth involve raising awareness about mental health issues, building community connections and enabling help-seeking behaviours.  This event will incorporate all of these strategies.
We are seeking donations from local organisations that can be used as raffle prizes at Check It Fest. We would appreciate any item deemed appropriate for youth which may include gift vouchers, movie tickets, shoes, clothing, hats or stickers. 

If your organisation is able to assist with donations we will ensure our MC acknowledges your contributions at the event as well as publically thank you via our social media pages and any community newsletters that our organisations produce. 

I look forward to your reply and please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

Yours sincerely,
Teniele Oates  (on behalf of the Check It Fest! Collaborative network)
Ph. (07) 5580 6991 or 0428 389 271
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TenieleO@gcdrugcouncil.org.au 
Suicide Prevention Association








